AGENDA AND MEETING NOTES
LIVABLE COMMUNITIES FOCUS GROUP
CREATIVE COMMUNITIES Sub-Group
MEETING
June 21, 2017, 3:30PM-5:00PM

Minnesota Discovery Center
Mineland Reclamation
1003 Discovery Drive, Chisholm, MN

Recharge the Range Livable Communities Action Team Mission: To encourage positive change on the Iron
Range by working collaboratively towards more livable and vibrant communities

CREATIVE COMMUNITIES SUB-GROUP
MEETING OBJECTIVES
1) Report back from the Rural Arts and Culture Summit
2) Work towards a final 2017-2018 work plan
3) Set the next meeting date, time, location and host. Identify ways to invite new members

PROPOSED AGENDA:
3:30

Introductions and individual updates from attendees

3:40

Report on Rural Arts and Culture Summit take-aways


4:00

Congratulations to Drew on his new job as ED for
the Arrowhead Regional Arts Council!


How can we use what we learned and
observed to further our sub-group goals?


Work Plan development (see minutes from May
meeting.)


Drew, Mary, Kathy, Sonja, others

Drew

Next steps and assignments

4:50

Schedule next meeting and critique

5:00

Adjourn



 Where/when
How to invite more folks to the table

Notes from 5/10/2017 meeting (updates posted on http://rechargetherange.org/community-committees/livablecommunities/)

Creative Communities
Mineland Reclamation
June 21st, 2017
3:30 p.m. – 5:00 p.m.
In Attendance: Mary McReynolds, Dave Setnicker, Drew Digby, Donna Johnson, Tamm
Mattonen, Josh Bergstad, Sonja Merild, Kathy Dodge, Lorrie Janatopoulos, Jim Plummer and
Sara Ferkul
Started off the meeting with introductions and any updates:
An author’s event is being planned in Biwabik. Hoping to feature an author that documented
his paddling trip up the Mississippi River from New Orleans to Nome, Alaska.
The Northern Lights Music Festival begins soon. There will be a Gala Dinner and a Fundraising
event called Rhapsody at the Ridge taking place on June 30th at the Giants Ridge Event Center.
The cost is $65 per person or $600 for table of 8. There will be a dinner, silent auction and a
short concert. There will be additional concerts and events across the Iron Range throughout
July. If you would like to see the schedule or look for more information it is located at
www.northernlightsmusic.org.
The Lyric Center received a grant to participate in the upcoming ArtsLab cohort that is focused
on Leveraging Creativity in Community Development.
Chisholm will be moving forward with their mural, they received grant funding from IRRRB
through the Downtown and Business Corridor grant program. Hibbing will also be applying in
hopes to light the Androy sign.
There was then a discussion on the Rural Arts and Culture Summit that took place in Morris at
the beginning of June. The event is organized by the Springboard for the Arts and the Center for
Small towns. Everyone that attended the event agreed that it was nice to be at an event that
was centered on rural areas. There were multiple breakout sessions and events. The keynote
speaker for the event was Dr. Jessica Metcalfe. Expressed the value of bringing people from
rural communities together to get inspired and share best practices.
http://www.ruralartsandculturesummit.com/
A useful resource for creating a public arts plan is the Forecast Public Art website. The plan may
be a bit out dated, however it is still useful.
http://forecastpublicart.org/forecast/2017/04/public-art-placemaking-tool-city-planners/
http://forecastpublicart.org/toolkit/
Short discussion on the Red Wing Chamber of Commerce Initiative, the Red Wing Innovation
Incubator. Which is a pilot project in downtown Red Wing that was designed to build the
creative economy. John Becker spoke at the Rural Arts and Culture Summit about the initiative.
https://rwii.org/about-2/

Short discussion about the possibility of a regional arts conference. Being at conference where
arts organizations can share best practices and focus on optimism. Also important to be aware
of cultures and be sensitive to those cultures.
Drew spoke about the updates to the draft plan. Which were:
1. Virginia received a grant to participate in the ArtsLab cohort on “Leveraging
Creativity in Community Development”
2. Minnesota Citizens for the Arts has offered to provide an economic impact report
for Iron Range arts and culture organizations and has agreed to participate in public
forums in late Fall.
3. Blandin and IRRRB have expressed support for the next Cool and Creative Get
Together, though we should still pursue Bush Foundation event support, with a
deadline of August 31, 2017.
Drew spoke with Sheila from the Minnesota Citizens for the Arts. She will be out of work until
late fall but she is willing to come and speak at an event. Check with Sheila to see if we can have
the study completed from Bigfork east including northern St. Louis County including Ely, Tower
and Cook to Hoyt Lakes.
First goal will be to have the MCA study completed. Drew, Mary, Sonja, Lorrie and Tammy will
be meeting to working in a smaller group to complete a grant application through the Bush
Foundation, this due the end of August. After the study is completed an arts push will begin for
the next 30 days. Sharing of arts information, studies and articles. Big push for people to share.
Use all social media and organizations to get the message out. During that period we will reach
out to Sheila to make a video about the study findings so we can share that as well, hopefully
about 10 minutes long. Creation of a hashtag for the push so we can track it. The push will lead
up to another Cool and Creative Event. Focus on the positive events happening on the Iron
Range as well as successes. Have an education piece, funders there and arts organizations. Have
it be an informal setting. Also have bigger organizations there for funding purposes, since we’ll
have a bigger lead time we may be able to get on their calendars – Writers Loft in Minneapolis,
Play Writing, Springboard for the Arts, UMD CED etc. Also possibly having Blandin and IRRRB
present. Goals for this will be creative place making, more inclusive in the arts and cultural
appropriation.
Next Meeting:
September 20th, 2017
3:30 p.m. – 5:00 p.m.
Mineland Reclamation

